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1 Trial 8 Sentence of Andrew 1 510 
mrcbdnt in) Edinburgh; "and * Toben 


Fs abler in the Weſt Port. Sec. 


HESE two men were ig the ſmuggling 
- buſineſs, and had a large ſeizure of their 
* 


taken by, 15 revenue officers in File; 

gdods were ademned and told bf. The 
above two wen unfortunately laid a (chem: 
to ay: lay the collector with ſome other off. 
irs, and took the money and got Clear of 


A bere was a hue and: cry after them, and they 
Pere botb taken id thein beds. They wen 


brought to Edinburgb, tryed and | ſentenced 


; do be executed on Wedneſday the 1 4th of Apil 


1736. Wilſon ns well behaved man before 


- this fad affair happened, but Robertſon waia 
2. quarrelſome ſort of a fellow, and. gone of the 
oC of. charaQters, _. The Sunday before their 
e execution, they we wer 5 provg ght out of Prison 
* it hear ſermon in tha 


booth church, are i0 
brioging them batk+s ptiſon, Wilſon laid kold 
on the guard, and would have wade his eſcape, 
but being overpower'd, he kep! three of the 
guard, one in each hand and another faſt with 


bis tee h, and cry'd to Robertſon to flee for 


his life, for he was faſt; at this Robertſon got 
clear off, the whole people making way for 
; him, he afterwards went to Holland, and fet- 
tled in Campvei e, and at Middelburgh, where 


he tricked. many of bis cpuntry-men; at laſt 


be ſet vp lor à Private informer, and ken 
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| the citm-houſe officers id ſeyoral towus of 
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he coaſt of Scotland, and ſenchtsh 8 4 
ſponderice with them, and. then he ſeut them 
over an invoice of the cargoes on beard the 
Scots veſ.» s, the hames of the ſhi>s aud may 
ters, fo that the-cuſtom-houſe officers: knew 
what they. brought in and when they ailed, 
and the excite yachts went cut and caught ma- 
py cargoes. which ruimed many of the mar- 
„bass. He at laſt got into the ſame way with 
rl tbe Engiiſh ſmunglers and ruined many of 
"WM them. The Dutch got information of him, 
4 BY. he took the hint and eſcaped, even to Lon- 
Loa. Had be been taken in Holland, they 
ff 9-uid have executed the Scots ſentence agaipſt 
him. Re ſculked about in London for ſome 
time, and got letters from thoſe he didsfor in 
Scotland, and he applied to that hero W. D 
of Cumberland, ho procured. him a pardon 
from the king, and at laſt he died in — 
at London. So Wilſon who bore a. good cha- 
rater ſuffered by the intrigues of this noted 
k—e. And here it will be proper to take no- 
tice of the riot committed at the execution of 
Wilſon, by Captain Portedus, which-made fo 


of the legiſlature ot Great Britain 
The caſe was this : on Wedneſday the Lach 
of April 17 36, the day appointed tor Wilſon's | 


that a reſcue would be attempred, - ordered 


much noiſe, : and brought down the reſentment 'F | | 


execution, the magiſtrates being apprehepſide | {- 


capt. Porteous, at the head of a Getachment f 


about c men of the city guard, to attend the 
Execution, and powder and ball wer — 


* 


to them for chat purpoſe: when without 20% 


N juſt cauſe or neceſſary occaſion, he ordered hk 


men to fire upon the people aſſembled, calling 
out to there at their ſecond firing, Level their 
pieces and be damued. or worus to that effed 
and levelling his owa piece, mortally wounded 
one perſon himſelf ; aad about twenty of the 
guard obeying his orders, killed and wounded 
many others. This maſſ:cre was occaſioned 
only by the populace throwing ſome ſtones at 
the executioner as he was going up the Jadder, 
when the criminal had hung about i 5 minutes, 
all which, however, he denied upon his trial, 
bur after a very ſolemu hearing, he was found 
guilty of firing a gun himſelf and ordering his 
men fo fire, and fo was condemned to be hang- 
od upon 2 gibbet, upon the 8th of September 
1736. The captain drew up a petition to her 
late majeſty. queen Caroline, then regeat of 
the kingdom in the abfence of the king; in. 
fiſted on his innocence, prayed for mercy, aud, 
| = application having becn made to her ma- 
boo ty for-changing the ſentence to tranſpon- 
ou, a reprive for ſix weeks was granted, which 
arrived on the ad of September at Edinburgh, 
occaſioned the moſt extraordinary riot that 6+ 
ver was known or heard of all circuraſtances 
conſidered. 
For on the 7th of September, the tight be · 
fore the captain was to be executed, had he 
ot been reprived, about ten at night, a, num · 
be ey men tha ſorprize entered * city, 4nd 


pre 


E 2. 
belonging to the city guard. 


ed and ſecured all the city gacts, and, with 
drums beating an alarm, attempted with bain+ 
mer: and other initrumen's, t force open the 
tolbooth door; but failing, they deiperately 
ſet it on fire and burnt it. When they entered 
che prifon, they made the under-keeper open 
uche double locks of the apartment where the 
„captain was. He begged in vain to be ſpared 
„ ull the next day; and making ſome. refiftance, 
„they dragged him down ſtaiss by the legs, and 
burried him away. This was about elgsen at 
night, when they marched out with lights be- 


„fore them. In their way to the Graf-market, 
paſſing by a barber's ſigu poſt. ſome called out 


to bang him up thete; but it was reſolved to 
lang him where the murders, tor which he 
was condemned, were committed, They theres 
fore proceeded to the place where on executi - 
ons. the gallows ufed to be fixed, where they 
kept him above a quarter of an hour till they 


opened a ſhop, and brought out à rape, oue 


end of which they threw over a ſigu · poſt about 


twenty feet high. He deſired {ome time ta 


prepare for death, but was anſwered. They 


would allow bim no more than thoſe had why, + 


were (hot, They then pulled him up in the 
dreſs in which they found him, viz. a night 
g2-2 and cap. His hands not being tied, hg 
fixed them between his neck and the rope, 
Akereupon one with a dattle-ax ſtruck at his 


E - — — 


ſeized all the fire-arms, batile-axes, _ drams | 


[he mob hereupo!, in a few minates, lock · 
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bi "They enki him dem and he hav. 
ing on two ſhirts, they wrapt one of them a: 
bout his face, and tied his arms with his night. 
Fown, and then pulled him op again, where 
te hung till day- light next morning; when he 
was cut down and carried to the Gray Friars 
church. Upon inſpectiug his body. it appear. 
ed his left ſhoulder was wounded, lis back 
diſcoloured, and his neck broken, * 

It was obſerved, that this mod was under a 
EL, - trier concert, and better conduct than uluih 
for, marching along to the executioa, the un- 
happy man obſerving a gentleman: of his ac. 
quaincance, he gave him a purſe of 23 guiness, 
which he defired might be delivered to his 
brother, which they offered not to obſtrut, 
They left indeed the priſon doors open, 
| Cy ſeveral priſoners eſcaped,” but after 
|, they had perpetrared this unprecedented fact, 
ey left the arms and drums at the place of 
' execution, where they were found next morn» 
ing During the tumult, parties of armed men, 

with drums, patrolled the different ſtreets to 
prevent a ſurprize from the king's forces quar- 

tered in the ſuburbs. Tte magiſtrates attend- 
ing, with ſeveral of the burgt Ales, attempred 
to diſperſe the :inob, but were pelted wich 


ſtones, and threatued with fire arms if hey 


did not retire. After the execution was over, 
they went to the lord provoſt's houſe, a1 
bellog him they were ſaticfied, departed, v-ith» 
out offering any violence. Nay, it is ſaid. that 
ro do the. act with more decency, hiving nd 


. 
clergy man, kd ordered wo of the 2 
mong them to exhort the unhappy man, ** 
they carried bim to executiou- 

The boldneſs, ſecrecy, and conduct of 15 
enterprize, was the molt extraordinary inſtance 
of its kind tha! ever, was e the keeper 
of the jail declaring, .that, though the perſons 
wio 2 entered and demanded the keys wore | 
leather aprons, they v ere otherwiſe well dreſ- 
ſed, it made ſome, imagine, that perſons dane 
the vulgar rank had. a hand in it. 

Be this as it would, the Joſult on the fore: 
reign. authority; Was rant 10 be over- 
locked. Procla · vations Rh rewards of, 20al. 
ſterling were iſſued for apptrehending the riot 
ers; and wl. en the Parliament met, vigorous 
meaſures were. taken in zit affair. The lord 
provoſt, Alexander Wil cu, Ela; Was order 
up to London in cuſtody; the m giſtrates w 
ordered up allo io attend the Houſe of. Lan 
et London: and finally, an act of Parliament 
was paſſed, to diſable the ſaid Alexander Wil- 
lon from holding or enjoying any office of - | 
megiſtracy in Edinburgh, or Great Britains; 

2 new provoſt. was en oined to be cheſæn, ant 
a fine of 200dl. levied. on the ciiy wh; Edin- 
burgh, for tt» uſe of the widow, "* captain 
For teous, as puniſhments for their. reſpectixe 
reriſneſſes in not endeavouring to prevent this 
inſult on ſovereignty, and all lawl ul authority. 

This act. however, paſſed not without great 
debates; and as ſome thought it impoſſible to 
prevent a deſign ſo well concerted, and fo ſud - 
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0 with too mucn ſeverity. 


waajefly, and in He ſame year was alſo paſſed 
_ avother; for, the more eſfectual btitgi 


weft made liablesto death. This act was to be 


in Scotland, every ſunday for 4 feat: 


Ks aduuttec 


jpeg: at well as the diſqualliſying the 
| - lord provoſt for a year; the aboliſhing the 
towu-goard of the city of Edinburgh, 4nd the 
king away of the gates of the Neath@bo# 
Port, and keeping open the ſame. But the 
eity of Ediaburgh N VE raved em this 


Ailgrace. 
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bion; that the city of Edinburgh Was treated 


"IR aft wes piſſed d the 4 oth year of ty 


uſtice'any perſobs concerned in this Rirangs 
tewpt; in which fugitives not Turcenderinn 


read before morning ſetmon. in every _—_ 


peachers were to be encouraped, and Aachen . 
<d; informers rewatfed with. 1061. Relic 
fer every Perſon they ſhould conviet, and be 

neſſes, © ee 
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Ar. ſo ſecretly was this dark” affair mend- 


ged, that I do not remember any body ſuffete 
vn the account; and the reading of thi 


* 2 indifferencly Cr by ' many in on 
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